
 
 

JB Academy, Faizabad 
Summative Assessment – I (2016-17)  

Class VIIII (Subject : English 
Time: 3 hours           Marks: 80 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Section A: Reading (20 Marks) 
A.1) Read the given poem carefully:          (5) 

All of my senses are met by the morning 
As I awake breathing in a new day, 
Here by the window I opened last evening, 
How the world changed while I drifted away. 
 
Darkness is gone, though it seemed it would 
never; 
Sunlight is smiling and nature survives, 
I can believe that we all live forever 
When I observe how the morning arrives. 

Birds sing their concert and children are 
playing; 
Flowers have scented the air and it’s free; 
Life is renewed and it seems to be saying 
There is a place in its promise for me. 
 
There are sometimes in our lives when we 
savor 
Being a part of a much larger plan 
Life is a feast and we each add a flavor; 
I’ll make it better, believing I can 
 

 

Answer the following questions as briefly as possible: 
a) What does the line ‘How the world changed while I drifted away’ mean? 
b) What does the line ‘Sunlight is smiling and nature survives’ mean? 
c) How does the poet feel in the morning? 
d) How does the poet hope to make his life better? 
e) Which word in the above poem means ‘take pleasure in’? 
 
A.2) Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:     (5) 
The defence mechanism of human body is a gift of nature provided to human beings. The power of our body to fight 
against various disease-producing agents is known as defensive mechanism. This defensive mechanism depends 
upon various factors which can be categorized mainly into two types – common factors and special factors. Amongst 
the common factors, the most important is the heath of human beings. We all know if we are having a good health, 
our body automatically remains protected against the diseases. For keeping good health one should have nutritious 
balanced diet. A balanced diet is that which contains carbohydrates, fat, proteins, vitamins in proportionate amount. 
The skin of our body saves us against many micro-organisms producing diseases, provided it is intact. In case there 
are cuts or abrasions on it, the micro-organism penetrate the body through them and can cause diseases. Therefore 
a cut or an abrasion should never be left open. In case there is no bandage available, it should be covered with a 
clean cloth. Some bacteria reside on and inside the human body. They are our friend are useful for us. They do not 
cause any disease and by their presence they do not allow any other disease causing bacteria to settle on those 
places. For example, the micro-organisms, present in human saliva secrete a chemical which does not allow 
diphtheria causing bacteria to grow inside the oral cavity. 
 
The human body secrets a variety of fluids, which are killers for disease causing micro-organisms. For example, 
gastric juice (acidic in nature) secreted by our intestinal tract kills all organisms which enter our body through food. 
Fever is one of the most important constituents of the defensive mechanism for our body. The organ which 
regulates the temperature of our body is known ashypothalamaus and it is situated in the brain. When micro-
organisms after entering in the body release toxic products and these reach the brain through blood, the 
hypothalamus starts increasing the temperature of the body, the person gets fever. This fever is very important for 
our body because by the increase of temperature the micro-organisms that are the root cause of the problem get 
killed. We are living in a world which is full of bacteria. Many of these bacteria can produce serious diseases, but all 
of us do not suffer from such diseases. A part of this special power of our body is acquired immunity. This we gain 
during our lifetime. 
In a nutshell, we can say since nature has provided us with defensive mechanism to fight against so many diseases, 
let us maintain it and rather increase it by the way of immunization. 



 
 

a) The heathy skin of our body saves us against _________________________________________ 
b) The fever is very useful for the human body because ___________________________________ 
c) One should have nutritious balanced diet because _____________________________________ 
d) The defense mechanism of human body is important as ________________________________ 
e) The micro-organisms’ penetration can be checked in the human body by ___________________ 

A.3) Read the given poem carefully:          (5) 

Because I could not stop for Death 

Because I could not stop for Death --- 
He kindly stopped for me ---- 
The carriage held but just ourselves --- 
And immortality. 
 
We slowly drove-He knew no haste, 
And I had put away 
My labour, and my leisure too, 
For his civility— 
 
We passed the School, where children played 
At Recess –in the Ring- 

We passed the fields of gazing grain- 
We passed the setting Sun 
 
We paused before a house that seemed 
A swelling of the ground – 
The roof was scarcely visible- 
The cornice but a mound. 
 
Since then - tis centuries; but each 
Fees shorter than the Day 
I first surmised the Horses’ Heads 
Were toward Eternity – 
 

Now complete the summary: 

In this poem, the speaker is communicating from beyond the grave describing her journey with (a) ___________ 
personified, from life to afterlife. The speaker is too busy for death so it (b)______________.This (c) __________ 
that death exhibits leads her to do all that she couldn’t give up and therefore was busy. So the speaker puts her (d) 
_________ and (e) _________ away so that death and (f) __________ can enjoy their (g) ______________ ride. In 
third stanza we see the reminders of the world that the speaker is passing from –(h) ____________ and  (i) 
___________ to setting sun. Finally, the carriage pauses at her new house which is described as a (j) ___________. It 
is no cottage but instead a grave. Yet they only pause at this house, because although it is ostensibly her home, it 
really only is a resting place as she travels to eternity. 

 

A.4) Read the passage given below and answer the following questions:     (5) 

Old lady was glad to be back at the block of the flats where she lived. Her shopping had tired her and her basket had 
grown heavier with every step on the way home. In the lift her thoughts were on lunch and a food rest; but when 
she got out at her own floor, both were forgotten in her sudden discovery that her front door was open. She was 
thinking that she must reprimand her daily maid the next morning for such a monstrous piece of negligence. When 
she remembered that she had gone shopping after her maid had left and she had turned both the keys in their locks, 
she walked slowly into the hall and at once noticed that al the room doors were open, yet following her regular 
practice she had shut them before going out. Looking into the drawing room, she saw a scene of confusion by her 
writing desk. 

It was as clear as daylight then that burglars had forced an entry in her absence. Her first impulse was to go round all 
the rooms looking for the thieves, but then she decided that at her age it would be more prudent to have someone 
with her, so she went to fetch the porter from the basement. By this time her legs were beginning to tremble. So she 
sat down and accepted a cup of very strong tea, while he telephoned the police. Then her composure regained, she 
was ready to set off with the porter’s assistance to search for any intruders who might be still lurking in her flat. 
Then a police inspector arrived with a constable and she told them of her discovery of the ransacked flat. The 
inspector began to look for fingerprints, while the constable checked that the front door locks had not been forced, 
thereby providing that the burglars had either used skeleton keys or entered over the balcony. 

There was no trace of fingerprints, but the inspector found a dirty red bundle that contained jewellery which the old 
lady said was not hers. So their entry into this flat was apparently not the burglar’s first job that day and they must 
have been disturbed.  



 
 

The inspector that asked the lady to try to check what was missing by the next day and advised her not to stay alone 
in the fat for a few nights. The old lady thought that he was a fussy creature but since porter agreed with him, she 
rang her daughter up and asked for her help in what she described as a little spot of bother. 

A) The old lady was out to: 
a) Shop      b) meet her friend 
c) See a movie      d) visit a neighbor 

B) Looking into the drawing room, the old lady saw: 
a) The burglars sitting in the sofa   b) the police inspecting the things in room 
c)    The burglars talking to the neighbor   d) A scene of confusion by her writing desk 

C) The inspector advised the old lady to: 
a) Leave the flat for two months   b) Leave the flat for few nights 
c)    Not to stay alone in the flat for few nights  d) continue staying in the flat alone 

D) The old lady thought that the inspector was: 
a) Co-operative     b) very gentle 
c)    Picky      d) Funny 

E) The old lady was surprised as she reached at her floor as 
a) Her relatives were waiting at the door  b) the porter stood at the door with a hung face 
c)    Her maid had left the door open   d) the front door of the fat was open 
 

Section B: Writing (20 Marks) 

B.1) Following is the telephonic conversation between Parul and Pritam. As Pritam has to leave for a movie, he 
leaves a message for his brother, Rishi. Write the message in 50 words.     (6) 

Parul: Can I talk to Mr. Rishi? 
Pritam: Sorry, he is not at home. May I know who is speaking? 
Parul: I am Parul from L&T. 
Pritam: Would you like to convey a message to him? 
Parul: Yes. Inform him that the interview scheduled on March 15, 2016 has been postponed to March 17, 2016 
evening. Cab will be sent to pick him from the station. The inconvenience is regretted. 
Pritam: I will surely convey this message. Thankyou 
B.2) Attempt any one of the following in 130 – 150 words:       (8) 

i) Construct a readable story from the given outline. Give a suitable title to your story:    

An old lady becomes blind-calls in a doctor-agrees to pay large fee if cured, but nothing if not-doctor calls daily-
covets lady’s furniture-delays the cure-every day takes away some of her furniture- at last cures her-demands his 
fees-lady refuses to pay, saying cure is not complete-doctor brings a court case-judge asks lady why she will not pay-
she says sight not properly restored-she cannot see all her furniture-judge gives verdict in her favour-moral  
       (OR) 

ii) You won the post of head boy/head girl in the student council election of your school. Make a diary entry 
expressing your happiness and future plans. 

B.3) Write a paragraph of 120 words on ‘importance of Home Assignments’     (6) 

Section C: Grammar (20 Marks) 

G.1) Re-order the words to make meaningful sentences:       (4) 

a) blessings/you/all/with/may/showered/be 
b) the/on/forests/the/industry/oil/depends 
c) do/get/the/forests/from/what/we/products 
d) immature/prevalent/it is/among/youth/the/most 

G.2) Complete the sentences by choosing the correct answer from the given options:   (4) 

What can we do (a) _______( to live/ to living/ lived/ living) a healthy life? In our society, people spend more and 
more time (b) _______ (working/ worked/ to work/ work). So we often don’t bother (c) _____ (prepare/ to prepare/ 
prepared/ preparing) healthy meals. In order (d) ______ (save / to save/ saving/ saved) time, we tend (e) ______ 



 
 

(buy/ to buy/ buying/ bought) fast food. Children enjoy (f) ______ (eat/ eating/ ate to eat) chips, burgers and (g) 
______ (drinking/ having drunk / drank/ drunk) lemonade and cola. Children are fond of (h) _____ (eating/ to eat/ 
ate/eaten) fast food. 

G.3) Fill in the banks with suitable modals:         (4) 

The traffic policeman who came to guide the students said that they (a) _____ keep to their left on the road. The 
senior students insisted that they (b) ______ be allowed to ride a motorcycle. But the policeman interjected saying 
that they just (c) ______ not be allowed because it (d) _____ prove to be risky. Underage drivers (e) _____ be 
penalized if caught breaking the rules. They (f) _____ follow rules. Without having license they (g) _____ not be 
allowed to drive. They (h) _____ have proper knowledge of traffic rules. 

G.4) Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows:    (4) 

Peon: A woman wants to see you, Sir. 
Principal: Did you ask her, her name? 
Peon: Sorry I didn’t. I shall go and ask her. 
Principal: Yes, and let me know soon who she is? 
 

The peon respectfully told the principal (a) ____________. The Principal wanted to know (b) ______. The attendant 
(c) ________________. ThePrincipal (d) _____________________. 

Q.5) Fill in the blanks choosing correct option from the brackets:      (4) 

a) On Sundays there is not ________ (many/ much/ several/ few) traffic along the road. 
b) Also, check out for ________ (a/ an/ the/X) expert trainer. 
c) _______ (This/ That/ These/ Many) vegetables are fresh. 
d) _______ (Each/ Some/ Any/ All) questions are really difficult to answer. 

 

Section D: Literature (20 Marks) 

D.1) Answer the following with reference to context:       (6) 

a) ‘Yes, I will because I love this tree as I love my family’ 

i) Who said these lines to whom? 
ii) What’s the opinion of the speaker about trees as indicated in the given line? 

b) ‘SoI have learnt many things, son 
I have learnt to wear many faces like dresses’ 
i) Name the poet. 
ii) Why did the poet change himself? 
iii) What does he wish to learn? 

D.2) Justify taking hints indicated in brackets:        (4) 

a) Peace is the sweetest child of heaven and joy of Earth. (Monday Night May 11, 1846) 
b) Hopes and determination may not save life, but still make one immortal. (A Thousand Paper Cranes) 
 

D.3) Use the given words in your own sentences: a) Gloomy b) Distinguish    (2) 

D.4) State reason:            (4)  

a) The narrator’s mother was upset when George got a Nickle watch from his father. 
b) Few residents of Nagoya sent a gift of coloured origami paper cranes to Sadako. 
 

D.5) Complete the following:          (4) 

a) The poet of ‘Monday Night May 11, 1846’ is ___________ 
b) Clarance’s only prompt brother was _________________ 
c) The Eco - friendly village of Jodhpur was ______________ 
d) Robert Junk’s book on the story of Sadako was ____________ 
 

 
*********************** 


